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InFormaTIon

Site:  Midland Community Tennis Center

Websites:  dowcorningtennisclassic.com 
procircuit.usta.com

Facebook: Dow Corning Tennis Classic

Twitter: @DCTC2012

Qualifying Draw Begins: Sunday, Feb. 5 

Main Draw Begins: Tuesday, Feb. 7

Main Draw: 32 Singles / 16 Doubles

Surface: Hard / Indoor

Prize Money: $100,000 

Executive Director: 
Mike Woody, (989) 205-9443 
woody@midlandtennis.com

Assistant Tournament Director: 
Sharon Cleland, (989) 708-9376 
cleland@midlandtennis.com 

Tournament Press Contact:  
McCarton Ackerman, (917) 817-7186 
mccartonjournalism@gmail.com

USTA Communications Contacts: 
Amanda Korba, (914) 697-2219, korba@usta.com
Eric Schuster, (914) 696-7260, schuster@usta.com

PrIze money / PoInTs
SINGLES: Prize Money Ranking Points 
Winner $15,200 140 
Runner-Up $8,107 100 
Semifinalist $4,433 70 
Quarterfinalist $2,533 36 
Round 16 $1,520 18 
Round 32  $887 1

DOUBLES:                  Prize Money (per team) 
Winner $5,573 
Runner-Up $2,787 
Semifinalist $1,393 
Quarterfinalist $760 
Round 16 $507

DOW CORNING TENNIS CLASSIC
MIDLAND, MI  •  FEBRUARY 5–12, 2012

Now in its 24th year, the Dow Corning Tennis 
Classic is the longest-running consecutively 
held women’s event on the USTA Pro Circuit. 
The event is considered the marquee women’s 
tournament on the USTA Pro Circuit and 
attracts more than 15,000 fans each year. 
The USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to tennis 
stardom and the Dow Corning Tennis Classic 
is truly emblematic of that. Five Grand Slam 
tournament singles champions played in 
the event early in their careers, along with 
14 Grand Slam tournament doubles / mixed 
doubles champions. The most notable Midland 
alumni include Justine Henin, a seven-time 
Grand Slam singles champion and Olympic 
gold medal winner, three-time Grand Slam 
singles champion Maria Sharapova, two-
time Grand Slam singles champion Mary 
Pierce, 2010 French Open singles champion 
Francesca Schiavone and 2011 French 
Open singles champion Li Na, as well as 
Anna Kournikova, a two-time Grand Slam 
tournament women’s doubles and mixed 
doubles champion, and defending Midland 
singles champion Lucie Hradecka, who won 
the 2011 French Open doubles title.

The tournament began in 1989 at the 
$25,000 level and, seven years later, became 
one of five USTA Pro Circuit tournaments to 
raise its prize money as part of the “Women’s 
$50,000 Challenger Series” in 1996. Three 
years later, in 1999, the prize money was 
increased again, this time to $75,000. 
Midland made its debut as the first-ever 
$100,000 women’s event on the USTA Pro 
Circuit in 2010 and this year is the only 
$100,000 event on the women’s calendar. 

Throughout the week, Midland Community 
Tennis Center will offer a variety of daily 
interactive events that reach out to community 
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Irina Falconi, runner-up in the Dow Corning 
Tennis Classic in 2011, won the singles gold 
medal in the Pan Am Games last October.

Defending champion Lucie Hradecka, from the 
Czech Republic, has won Dow Corning Tennis 
Classic titles each of the past three years—two 
singles and one doubles.
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as of February 6, 2012

DOW CORNING TENNIS CLASSIC ENTERS 24th YEAR ON THE USTA PRO CIRCUIT 
AND RETURNS FOR THIRD YEAR AS A $100,000 WOMEN’S EVENT
Top players converge on Midland, Mich., such as 2011 Pan Am gold medalist Irina 
Falconi, 2011 US Open mixed doubles champion Melanie Oudin and Midland’s defending 
singles champion Lucie Hradecka and defending doubles champion Jamie Hampton
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members at many different ages and skill 
levels, including a “pros to schools/schools 
to matches” day, a luncheon, a kids’ fun day, 
high school play day, an at-risk youth program 
and an adult Cardio Tennis clinic, along with 
opportunities to meet and ask questions of 
the players. VIP packages, club seats and 
group rates are available in addition to general 
admission tickets. Daily sessions are $12 for 
adults and $8 for juniors. For further ticket 
or sponsorship information, please contact 
Assistant Tournament Director Sharon Cleland 
at the Midland Tennis Club. 

This year’s Midland main draw field includes 
former collegiate No. 1 and 2011 Pan Am 
Games singles gold medalist Irina Falconi, 
2009 US Open quarterfinalist and 2011  
US Open mixed doubles champion Melanie 
Oudin, defending Midland singles champion 
Lucie Hradecka, 2012 Australian Open 
qualifier Jamie Hampton, and rising stars 
Alison Riske, Chichi Scholl, and Madison 
Brengle. Rising American and 2011 US Open 
wild card Madison Keys, junior standout 
Jessica Pegula, and former world No. 18 and 
1998 Midland champion Alexandra Stevenson 
are expected in qualifying.. 

Featured players expected to compete in 
the main draw include: 

No. 1 seed Lucie Hradecka, 26, of the Czech 
Republic, won the Midland singles title 
in 2009 and again last year, and she also 
claimed the doubles title in 2010. She is 
currently ranked No. 47 in singles and is a 
career-best No. 15 in doubles after capturing 
the 2011 French Open doubles title—the first 
Grand Slam tournament title of her career—
with Andrea Hlavackova. Hradecka holds 12 
career WTA doubles titles and has competed 
in every Grand Slam event in singles since the 
2009 French Open. She is also a member of 
the Czech Republic’s Fed Cup team, playing 
in the tie-clinching doubles match in the 
2011 World Group Final to give the Czech 
Republic its sixth Fed Cup crown and first 
title since 1988. Hradecka is making her fifth 
appearance in Midland. 

Magdalena Rybarikova, 23, of Slovakia, is 
ranked No. 70. She won her second WTA 
Tour title in February 2011 in Memphis, 
in addition to reaching the final of the 
Guangzhou International Women’s Open in 
China. Rybarikova also enjoyed success on the 
ITF Circuit, winning the $100,000 challenger 
in Prague, Czech Republic, last year, beating 
Wimbledon champion Petra Kvitova in the 
final. She has career victories over Caroline 
Wozniacki, Li Na, Dinara Safina, Marion Bartoli 
and Nadia Petrova. Her best Grand Slam 
results have come at the US Open, where she 

reached the third round in 2008 and 2009. 
Rybarikova also has represented Slovakia in 
Fed Cup every year since 2005. This will be 
her second appearance in Midland. 

2011 Midland doubles champion Anna 
Tatishvili, who will turn 22 on Feb. 3 and lives 
in Boca Raton, Fla., while being a native of the 
country Georgia, is ranked No. 80. She had 
her first finish in the Top 100 in 2011 after 
reaching the second round of Wimbledon and 
advancing to the final of the $75,000 USTA 
Pro Circuit event in Albuquerque, N.M. She 
is a member of the Georgian Fed Cup team 
and trains at Chris Evert’s academy in Florida. 
Tatishvili won her first WTA match in 2006 in 
Miami. She is making her fourth appearance 
in Midland. 

2011 Midland runner-up Irina Falconi, 21, of 
Jupiter, Fla., is ranked No. 83. She cracked 
the Top 100 in 2011 for the first time in 
her career with her highlight coming at the 
US Open, where she upset No. 14 Dominika 
Cibulkova in the second round in Arthur Ashe 
Stadium. (Afterward, she pulled an American 
flag out of her bag and carried it around the 
court.) The former collegiate Player of the Year 
at Georgia Tech played in all four Grand Slam 
events in 2011, qualifying for the Australian 
Open and Wimbledon and winning a USTA 
playoff to earn a wild card into the French 
Open. In addition, she reached the semifinals 
at the WTA event in College Park, Md., and 
was selected to represent the United States 
in the 2011 Pan Am Games, where she won 
the gold medal in singles and the silver medal 
in doubles (with Christina McHale). Falconi 
was born in Ecuador and moved to New York 
at age 3, learning to play on public courts in 
Manhattan.

Stephanie Dubois, 25, of Laval, Canada, is 
ranked No. 87. Dubois has been a steady 
fixture in and around the Top 100 over the 
past few years. She has competed in the main 
draws of all four Grand Slam events in each 
of the last four seasons, advancing to the 
second round of the 2009 US Open and 2011 
Wimbledon, where she defeated Falconi in the 
first round. She peaked at No. 95 in the world 
rankings in 2008. Dubois, the No. 2 Canadian 
woman, holds an overall 21-8 record in Fed 
Cup play for Canada and owns six career 
singles titles and five career doubles titles on 
the USTA Pro Circuit. She has not played in 
Midland since 2009. 

Stephanie Foretz Gacon, 30, of France, is 
ranked No. 91. At the 2012 Australian Open, 
she won her first Grand Slam main draw match 
since 2005 by beating Elena Baltacha. In 
2011, Foretz Gacon qualified for the main 
draw of the US Open and Wimbledon and 

reached the final of two USTA Pro Circuit 
events. She peaked at No. 63 in 2003, and 
her biggest career win came in 2002, when 
she defeated Monica Seles on her way to 
reaching the quarterfinals at the Family Circle 
Cup in Charleston, S.C. Foretz Gacon has also 
competed in the main draw of the French 
Open every year since 1999. 

Olga Govortsova, 23, of Belarus, is ranked  
No. 97. She arrives in Midland after playing 
Fed Cup in Worcester, Mass., against the 
United States, Feb. 4-5, facing Serena 
Williams on the first day of play. At this 
year’s Australian Open, Govortsova won her 
opening-round match for the first time in five 
appearances. A three-time singles finalist 
on the WTA tour, Govortsova peaked at No. 
35 in the rankings in 2008. In doubles, she 
won three WTA events last year and has won 
seven WTA titles throughout her career. As 
a junior player, she won the girls’ doubles 
title at Wimbledon in 2004 and reached the 
quarterfinals of the girls’ singles event at 
the US Open each year from 2003 to 2005. 
Govortsova has represented Belarus in Fed 
Cup every year since 2008, competing in a 
total of 17 ties, and also competed in the 
2008 Beijing Olympics. 

2011 Midland doubles champion Jamie 
Hampton, 22, of Auburn, Ala., is ranked  
No. 117 and started 2012 strong by winning 
her first Grand Slam match at the Australian 
Open. Hampton climbed more than 550 
spots in the WTA rankings in 2010 by 
reaching the final at eight USTA Pro Circuit 
events, collecting four tournament titles. 
She maintained that momentum in 2011, 
qualifying for the main draw of the Australian 
Open and competing in the main draw of the 
US Open. She also qualified for WTA events 
in Indian Wells and Miami. After playing 
primarily tour events in the first half of the 
year, Hampton returned to the USTA Pro 
Circuit and reached the singles and doubles 
finals at the $100,000 event in Vancouver. 
As a junior player, Hampton twice won the 
USTA Girls’ 18s doubles title (2007-08) to 
earn a wild card into the US Open women’s 
doubles draw.

Evgeniya Rodina, 23, of Russia, is ranked  
No. 119. In 2011, Rodina matched her best-
ever result at a WTA event by reaching the 
semifinals in Memphis, and she won the first 
Grand Slam main draw matches of her career 
in reaching the second round of the Australian 
Open and Wimbledon. In doubles, Rodina 
reached the semifinals of the Kremlin Cup in 
Moscow last year by defeating the No. 1 ranked 
doubles team of Kveta Peschke and Katarina 
Srebotnik. As a junior player, she won the 
2007 Australian Open doubles title.
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Mirjana Lucic, 29, who resides in Tampa, 
Fla., but competes for Croatia, is ranked  
No. 120. She was one of tennis’ rising stars 
in the late 1990s, peaking at No. 32 in 
1998 and advancing to the semifinals of 
Wimbledon in 1999. She also won the 1998 
Australian Open doubles title with Martina 
Hingis and, in singles, advanced to the third 
round at the US Open in 1997 and 1998 
and at the French Open in 2001. Lucic, 
however, went into semi-retirement in 2003, 
playing in just two events between the 
2003 US Open and the 2007 WTA event in 
Memphis—both at the $75,000 USTA Pro 
Circuit event in Dothan, Ala. She officially 
launched her comeback in 2007 on the 
USTA Pro Circuit and won the first two USTA 
Pro Circuit titles of her comeback in 2010, 
finishing the year ranked in the Top 100 for 
the first time in 10 years. Lucic competed 
in all four Grand Slam events in 2011, 
reaching the second round of the  
US Open, and also advanced to the 
quarterfinals of tour events in Strasbourg, 
France, and Birmingham, England.

Alison Riske, 21, of McMurray, Pa., is 
ranked No. 122. She enjoyed a breakthrough 
2010 and maintained her place in the world 
rankings in 2011, establishing herself as a 
steady presence near the world’s Top 100. 
In 2011, she reached the quarterfinals at 
the WTA event in Birmingham, England, and 
competed in the main draws at the  
US Open, Australian Open and Wimbledon. 
As in 2010, Riske also experienced a great 
deal of success abroad, with victories at 
two $50,000 events in France. (In 2010, 
she reached the semifinals in Birmingham 
to earn a wild card into Wimbledon.) As 
a junior, Riske rose to No. 2 in the USTA 
Girls’ 18s national standings and was a 
finalist at the 2007 USTA Girls’ 18 National 
Championships. She also served as a 
practice partner for the U.S. team in the 
2008 Fed Cup semifinal against Russia. 

Zhang Shuai, 23, of China, is ranked  
No. 127. In 2011, she reached the 
quarterfinals of the E-Boks Sony Ericsson 
Open in Copenhagen, Denmark, and 
advanced to the second round at WTA 
events on six other occasions, in addition 
to peaking at No. 73 in the rankings. The 
best result of her career was in 2010, 
when she reached the semifinals of the 
Guangzhou International Women’s Open 
in China. Her biggest win came in 2009, 
when she defeated then-world No. 1 Dinara 
Safina to reach the third round in Beijing. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, nine of her 14 ITF 
Circuit singles titles have come in China. 
Zhang has represented China in four Fed 
Cup ties since 2007. This will be her first 
appearance in Midland.

Andrea Hlavackova, 25, of Czech Republic, 
is ranked No. 128. Her biggest results have 
come on the doubles court in 2011, where 
she won the French Open with Hradecka 
and also captured two other WTA doubles 
titles, finishing the year ranked No. 14. 
In singles in 2011, Hlavackova reached 
the quarterfinals of the Bell Challenge in 
Quebec City, Canada, and won her opening-
round matches at the Australian Open and 
Wimbledon. She also enjoyed success on 
the USTA Pro Circuit, winning the $50,000 
challenger in Bronx, N.Y. This will be her 
first appearance in Midland.

Michelle Larcher De Brito, 19, of Portugal, 
is ranked No. 136. Larcher De Brito enjoyed 
an outstanding year on the USTA Pro Circuit 
in 2011, winning $25,000 events in Rancho 
Santa Fe, Calif., and Bayamon, Puerto Rico. 
She was also a finalist at the $50,000 event 
in Charlottesville, Va., and the $75,000 
event in Phoenix. Her career-best result 
came at the 2009 French Open, where she 
advanced through qualifying and defeated 
then-world No. 15 Zheng Jie on her way 
to the third round. As a junior player, she 
reached the quarterfinals of the girls’ singles 
at the French Open in 2007. Larcher De 
Brito also has represented Portugal in Fed 
Cup every year since 2009, competing in a 
total of 10 ties. She made her professional 
debut in Midland back in 2007 as a 
14-year-old wild card entrant and will be 
making her third appearance here.

Alexa Glatch, 22, of Newport Beach, Fla., 
is ranked No. 158 and is on the comeback 
trail after an injury-marred 2010. In 2011, 
Glatch qualified for Wimbledon and also 
qualified for WTA events in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, and Memphis, Tenn., where she 
advanced to the quarterfinals. Following the 
2011 US Open, she reached the final of 
the $50,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Las 
Vegas. In 2009, Glatch propelled the United 
States to the Fed Cup Final by winning two 
of the U.S. team’s three points—dropping 
just six games in four sets against two  
Top 50 players—in its 3-2 semifinal  
victory against the Czech Republic. As a 
junior, Glatch reached the girls’ singles  
and doubles finals at the 2005 US Open, 
but she suffered career-threatening 
injuries in a motor scooter accident shortly 
thereafter. She returned to the USTA Pro 
Circuit the following year and won her first 
career pro title at the $10,000 event in  
Fort Worth, Texas.

Vesna Dolonts, 22, of Russia, is ranked  
No. 160. 2011 was a breakout year for 
Dolonts, with the Russian cracking the  
Top 100 for the first time, peaking at  
No. 86. Her career-best result came at the 
Australian Open, where she enjoyed her 
first Top 20 victory (over Bartoli) en route 
to the third round. Dolonts followed that up 
by winning her opening round at the French 
Open and reaching the quarterfinals at the 
Sony Ericsson Swedish Open in Bastad. This 
will be her first appearance in Midland.
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2009 US Open quarterfinalist Melanie Oudin won the mixed doubles title at last year’s US Open. 
She is making her Midland debut.
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Camila Giorgi, 20, of Italy, is ranked  
No. 166. She had a strong season in 
2011, breaking into the Top 150 and 
qualifying for Wimbledon in her first Grand 
Slam appearance. Just one month prior to 
Wimbledon, Giorgi won the $50,000 USTA 
Pro Circuit event in Carson, Calif., and 
reached the final of the $50,000 event in 
Raleigh, N.C. This is her first appearance  
in Midland.  

Melanie Oudin, 20, of Marietta, Ga., is 
ranked No. 172. She had a breakthrough 
year in 2009, defeating former world No. 1 
Jelena Jankovic to reach the fourth round 
at Wimbledon and beating three-time Grand 
Slam tournament champion Maria Sharapova 
en route to the US Open quarterfinals. Since 
then she has alternated among Grand Slam, 
tour and USTA Pro Circuit events. She 
notched the biggest victory of her career 
at the 2011 US Open, claiming the mixed 
doubles title with countryman Jack Sock. 
The two upset the defending champions Bob 
Bryan and Liezel Huber in the second round 
to become the first teenage pair in the Open 
Era to win the US Open mixed doubles title. 
She peaked at No. 32 in the world in singles 
in April 2010 and helped lead the U.S. Fed 
Cup team to consecutive finals in 2009-10. 
Oudin has a twin sister, Katherine, who 
plays collegiately at Furman University in 
Greenville, S.C. Oudin is making her debut 
in Midland.

Chichi Scholl, 19, of Pompano Beach, 
Fla., is ranked No. 178. She burst onto 
the professional scene in the summer of 
2011. Going into the year, she had never 
even competed in Grand Slam tournament 
qualifying, but she rose from No. 729 
at the beginning of the year to a career-
best ranking of No. 164 in October after 
sweeping the singles and doubles titles 
at the $25,000 event in El Paso, Texas, 
and, one month later, at the $50,000 
event in Lexington, Ky. She also reached 
the quarterfinals or better at six additional 
$50,000 events and the semifinals at two 
additional $25,000 events to finish the 
2011 season as the leading money winner 
on the women’s USTA Pro Circuit. 

Madison Brengle, 21, of Dover, Del., is 
ranked No. 182. Playing tennis since her 
mother introduced her to the sport at age 
2, Brengle posted strong results in 2011, 
including winning her second career 
professional title on the USTA Pro Circuit. 
In her career, she has played in the main 
draw at three of the four Grand Slam events, 
winning USTA wild card playoffs to earn 
entry into the Australian Open (2007-08) 
and the French Open (2008). Brengle also 

was an outstanding junior competitor, rising 
to No. 4 in the world junior rankings in 
2007 after reaching the girls’ singles final at 
both the Australian Open and Wimbledon.

Ashley Weinhold, 22, of Austin, Texas, 
is ranked No. 225. She won her second 
career USTA Pro Circuit singles title at the 
$25,000 event in Rancho Mirage, Calif., 
in February 2011, and one month later 
she upset Oudin in the first round of the 
$25,000 event in Pelham, Ala. She has 
since reached the quarterfinals or better at 
three USTA Pro Circuit events. Weinhold 
first made her mark on the USTA Pro Circuit 
by winning the 2006 singles title at the 
$10,000 event in Southlake, Texas, and 
the following year she won the 2007 USTA 
Girls’ 18 National Championships to earn a 
wild card into main draw of the US Open. 
Weinhold served as a practice partner for  
the U.S. Fed Cup team in 2008 and played 
for the World TeamTennis St. Louis Aces  
in 2009. 

Darya Kustova, 25, of Belarus, is ranked 
No. 605 and is using a protected ranking 
to compete in Midland. Like Govortsova, 
Kustova arrives in Midland after competing 
in Fed Cup against the United States in 
Worcester, Mass. Kustova faced American 
teenager Christina McHale on Day Two of 
Fed Cup competition and then competed 
in doubles, where she faced Liezel Huber 
and Venus Williams in Williams’ first match 
since the 2011 US Open. Kustova peaked 
at No. 117 in singles in 2010 and No. 66 
in doubles in 2008, reaching the round of 
16 in doubles at Wimbledon that year. She 
also captured a WTA Tour doubles title in 
Palermo, Italy, on clay in 2007. Playing a 
limited schedule in 2011, Kustova this year 
captured a USTA Pro Circuit doubles title at 
the $25,000 event in Innisbrook, Fla. 

Featured players receiving main draw 
wild cards include: 

Julia Boserup, 20, of Boca Raton, Fla., 
is ranked a career-high No. 202. Boserup 
comes to Midland after winning the 
$25,000 USTA Pro Circuit event in Rancho 
Santa Fe, Calif., last week. In 2011, she 
won her first career USTA Pro Circuit title 
and broke into the Top 250 for the first 
time. A former junior standout, Boserup 
had her breakthrough in December 2008, 
winning the prestigious Orange Bowl for her 
first title on the ITF World Junior Circuit. 
She also reached the second round of the 
girls’ singles at the 2009 US Open and has 
competed in the junior Australian Open 
and junior Wimbledon. A two-time practice 
partner for the U.S. Fed Cup team, Boserup 

trains full-time at the USTA Training Center 
Headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla.

Gail Brodsky, 20, of Brooklyn, N.Y., is 
ranked No. 204. She has started 2012 
strong, reaching the final of back-to-back 
$25,000 USTA Pro Circuit events in 
Innisbrook, Fla., and Plantation, Fla., 
on clay. She played mostly overseas in 
France, Belgium and Australia last year and 
reached the quarterfinals or better at four 
consecutive $25,000 ITF events in Australia 
to open 2011. Brodsky earned a wild card 
into the 2008 US Open after winning the 
USTA Girls’ 18 National Championships and 
also played in the US Open main draw in 
2009. Her mother was a gymnast and her 
father was a professional rower in Ukraine, 
where Gail was born. 

Featured players competing in the 
qualifying draw include: 

1998 Midland singles champion Alexandra 
Stevenson, 31, of San Diego, is ranked  
No. 258. She first made waves in pro tennis 
more than a decade ago, when she became 
the first female qualifier in Wimbledon 
history to reach the semifinals (in 1999). 
She was ranked in the year-end Top 100 
each year from 1999 to 2003, peaking at 
No. 18 in 2002. Injuries drove her rankings 
into the 600s in 2005, but Stevenson 
rebounded to climb back into the Top 200 in 
2009, advancing to the final at the $50,000 
event in Carson, Calif., for her best result on 
the USTA Pro Circuit since winning Midland 
in 1998. She reached the quarterfinals in 
Midland in 2011. Stevenson is the daughter 
of basketball Hall of Famer Julius Erving.

Madison Keys, 16, of Boca Raton, Fla., is 
ranked No. 260. Keys cemented herself 
as one of the most promising talents in 
all of tennis in 2011, knocking off fellow 
American Jill Craybas to become the 
youngest player to win a match in the main 
draw at the US Open since Nicole Vaidisova 
in 2005. Such firsts are not new for Keys. In 
2009, she became the youngest player (14 
years, 48 days) since Hingis in 1994 to win 
a WTA match, and she is the youngest ever 
to compete in World TeamTennis, defeating 
Serena Williams in a match in 2010. Keys 
made her debut in a Grand Slam event 
outside the United States this year after 
winning an eight-woman USTA playoff in 
December 2011 to earn a wild card into  
the 2012 Australian Open. Playing a limited 
schedule on the USTA Pro Circuit in 2011, 
Keys reached the round of 16 or better at 
four tournaments, including the semifinals  
at the $75,000 event in Phoenix to end  
the year. 
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Jessica Pegula, 17, of Boca Raton, Fla., is 
ranked No. 312 and competed exclusively 
in professional events for the first time in 
2011. She reached her first professional 
final at the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit event 
in Lutz, Fla., as a qualifier, advanced to 
the quarterfinals of three $50,000 events 
and won a round in qualifying at the US 
Open. In the process, she raised her ranking 
nearly 600 spots, from No. 855 at year-end 
2010 to No. 288 at the end of last season. 
Pegula was equally successful in doubles, 
teaming with Taylor Townsend to win two 
matches to advance to the round of 16 in 
women’s doubles at the 2011 US Open. In 
2010, Pegula advanced to the final of the 

Copa Gerdau in Brazil, a major international 
junior tournament, and she also reached the 
semifinals of the 2010 US Open National 
Playoffs Women’s Championship. She is the 
daughter of Terry Pegula, owner of the NHL’s 
Buffalo Sabres.

Alexandra Mueller, 23, of Abington, Pa., is 
ranked No. 363. Mueller won the inaugural 
US Open National Playoffs in 2010, 
defeating former world No. 51 Alina Jidkova, 
6-0, 6-3, in the final to earn a wild card into 
the 2010 US Open Qualifying Tournament. 
In all, Mueller captured three USTA Pro 
Circuit titles in 2010, including both the 
singles and doubles titles at the $10,000 

event in Landisville, Pa. Mueller first made 
waves in 2003, when she won the $10,000 
ITF event in Mont Tremblant, Canada, at age 
15, and played on the U.S. Junior Fed Cup 
team. She competed in the doubles main 
draw of the US Open in 2004 and 2007.

In Midland’s 23-year history, only four players 
have won multiple titles – Lucie Hradecka 
(2009, 2011), Laura Granville (2005, 2008), 
Jill Craybas (2004, 2007) and Canada’s 
Helen Kelesi, the only player to successfully 
defend the Midland singles title (1991-92). 
The United States leads all nations with nine 
singles titles. The United States also has 14 
runner-up finishes at Midland.

MIDLAND PAST WINNERS 
Singles Doubles

Year Prize Money Winner Runner-Up Year Winner

2011 $100,000 Lucie Hradecka (CZE) Irina Falconi (USA) 2011 Jamie Hampton / Anna Tatishvili

2010 $100,000 Elena Baltacha (GBR) Lucie Hradecka (CZE) 2010 Lucie Hradecka / Laura Granville

2009 $75,000 Lucie Hradecka (CZE) Eleni Daniilidou (GRE) 2009 Yi Chen / Rika Fujiwara

2008 $75,000 Laura Granville (USA) Ashley Harkleroad (USA) 2008 Shenay Perry / Ashley Harkleroad

2007 $75,000 Jill Craybas (USA) Laura Granville (USA) 2007 Laura Granville / Abigail Spears

2006 $75,000 Maria Emilia Salerni (ARG) Vasilia Bardina (RUS) 2006 Milagros Sequera / Meilen Tu

2005 $75,000 Laura Granville (USA) Yoon Jeong Cho (KOR) 2005 Yulia Beygelzimer / Kelly McCain

2004 $75,000 Jill Craybas (USA) Nicole Vaidisova (CZE) 2004 Sofia Arvidsson / Asa Svensson

2003 $75,000 Bianka Lamade (GER) Laura Granville (USA) 2003 Teryn Ashley / Abigail Spears

2002 $75,000 Li Na (CHN) Mashona Washington (USA) 2002 Janet Lee / Elena Tatarkova

2001 $75,000 Yoon Jeong Cho (KOR) Tara Snyder (USA) 2001 Yvette Basting / Elena Tatarkova

2000 $75,000 Nicole Pratt (AUS) Yuka Yoshida (JPN) 2000 Nannie de Villers / Rika Hiraki

1999 $75,000 Anne Kremer (LUX) Tara Snyder (USA) 1999 Liezel Horn / Samantha Smith

1998 $50,000 Alexandra Stevenson (USA) Samantha Reeves (USA) 1998 Catherine Barclay / Kerry-Anne Guse

1997 $50,000 Kimberly Po (USA) Meilen Tu (USA) 1997 Angela Lettiere / Nana Miyagi

1996 $50,000 Anna Kournikova (RUS) Lindsay Lee (USA) 1996 Angela Lettiere / Corina Morariu

1995 $25,000 Chanda Rubin (USA) Brenda Schultz-McCarthy (NED) 1995 Chanda Rubin / Brenda Schultz-McCarthy

1994 $25,000 Brenda Schultz-McCarthy (NED) Meredith McGrath (USA) 1994 Erica Adams / Jeri Ingram

1993 $25,000 Ros Nideffer (USA) Debbie Graham (USA) 1993 Patty Fendick / Meredith McGrath

1992 $25,000 Helen Kelesi (CAN) Clair Wegink (NED) 1992 Manon Bollegraf / Meredith McGrath

1991 $25,000 Helen Kelesi (CAN) Meredith McGrath (USA) 1991 Meredith McGrath / Anne Smith

1990 $25,000 Linda Ferrando (ITA) Mary Pierce (FRA) 1990 Alissa Finnerman / Lisa Seemann

1989 $25,000 Shaun Stafford (USA) Meredith McGrath (USA) 1989 Il-Soon Kim / Jeong-Myung Lee



TournamenT noTes
USTA  PRO CIRCUIT

With approximately 90 tournaments hosted annually throughout the country and prize money ranging from 
$10,000 to $100,000, the USTA Pro Circuit is the pathway to the US Open and tour-level competition for 
aspiring tennis players and a frequent battleground for established professionals. The USTA launched its 
Pro Circuit 33 years ago to provide players with the opportunity to gain professional ranking points, and it 
has since grown to become the largest developmental tennis circuit in the world, offering nearly $3 million 
in prize money. Last year, more than 1,000 men and women from more than 70 countries competed in cities 
nationwide. Mardy Fish, Maria Sharapova, Andy Roddick, Caroline Wozniacki, James Blake, Li Na and 
Andy Murray are among today’s top stars who began their careers on the USTA Pro Circuit.

More recently, the USTA Pro Circuit 
helped launch the careers of two young 
Americans—Christina McHale and Ryan 
Harrison. McHale reached the quarterfinals 
or better at five USTA Pro Circuit events in 
2010 and climbed more than 100 spots in 
the WTA rankings that year. Buoyed by those 
results, she began to compete regularly 
on the WTA tour in 2011 and became the 
youngest player in the world’s Top 50 after 
defeating No. 8 seed Marion Bartoli en route 
to the third round of the US Open. Three 
weeks prior, she upset world No. 1 Wozniacki 
at the US Open Series event in Cincinnati. 
McHale also was named to the U.S. Fed Cup 
team for the World Group Playoff in April 
2011. Harrison began 2011 by winning the 
singles and doubles titles at the $50,000 
USTA Pro Circuit Challenger in Honolulu and subsequently reached the round of 16 in Indian Wells, where 
he upset three players ranked in the Top 50. Harrison cracked the Top 100 for the first time in summer 
2011—becoming one of just two teenage males in the Top 100—after reaching back-to-back semifinals 
at the US Open Series events in Atlanta and Los Angeles. He also played in the main draw of all four Grand 
Slam events last year, pushing world No. 5 David Ferrer to five sets in the second round at Wimbledon.

Christina McHale

10  AND UNDER TENNIS
On January 1, the USTA announced that the rules of tennis 
have officially changed and require that 10 and Under Tennis 
tournaments be played utilizing smaller, lighter racquets 
and lower-bouncing balls on smaller courts. This rule change 
signifies the emergence of 10 and Under Tennis as an integral 
part of the development of young players. The scaled-down 
equipment and smaller courts better allow kids to rally and 
play the game earlier in their development, and increase 
the likelihood they will return to the court and continue to 
improve while having fun doing so. For more information, visit 
www.10andundertennis.com.

NJTL
Cities across the country participate in the USTA/National Junior 
Tennis and Learning (NJTL) network, a nationwide network of 
community tennis organizations seeking to develop the character 
of young people through both tennis and education. Founded 
by Arthur Ashe in 1969, more than 650 registered chapters/
programs exist throughout the nation with more than 250,000 
participants ages 6-18, making NJTL one of the USTA’s largest 
community-based initiatives.

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT 
The USTA Player Development program identifies and develops the next generation of American champions 
by surrounding the top junior players and young pros with the resources, facilities and coaching they need 
to reach their maximum potential. The Player Development program is based at the USTA Training Center 
Headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla., and also utilizes Training Centers in Carson, Calif., and Flushing, N.Y., as 
well as a series of Certified Regional Training Centers located throughout the continental United States. 

US OPEN NATIONAL  PLAYOFFS
The USTA launched the US Open 
National Playoffs in 2010, making 
the US Open “open” to anyone age 
14+ and of all skill levels. Last year, 
more than 1,200 players competed in 
16 Sectional Qualifying Tournaments 
nationwide for a 2011 US Open 
Qualifying Tournament wild card. A mixed doubles element was 
also added, where the winning team won a main draw mixed 
doubles wild card. Blake Strode, 24, of St. Louis, defended his US 
Open National Playoffs men’s title in 2011 and Robin Anderson, 
18, of Matawan, NJ, won the women’s wild card. David Martin and 
Christina Fusano won the mixed doubles tournament. Registration 
for the 2012 US Open National Playoffs opens on March 15.


